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 You never get a second chance to make a first impression. Nowhere is this phrase more accurate than in the church. 



 
 

with Lebanon and Jordan in 1965 (ref Wilkipedia.org). 
 
Jesus was baptised in the river by John the Baptist nearer to Jericho area, as 
He began His ministry (Mk 1:0-11). It was also the river that the Israelites 
crossed to enter the Promised Land. We managed to reach Yardenit (Hebrew 
name of the baptismal site) 
early and were able to enjoy 
a great devotion moment 
amidst the beauty and se-
renity of the place without 
encountering much noise 
and disturbances around us. 
As 1 sister and 7 brothers in 
our group – trainers and 
theological students from 
Charis Mission (a Christian 
half way house for ex-
convicts and drug addicts) took their turns to be baptised in the river and 
shared personal testimonies with thanksgiving to God Yahweh, the rest of us 
broke into Hokkien chorus of “chin chia ho” as well as songs of praises in Chi-
nese to share in their joy. It was a historical and memorable moment for them; 
some were visibly wiping away tears of joy and relief, including those standing 
on dry ground. 
   
We will continue to share pictures and short briefs of other significant sites 
visited in the coming issues of the Vine.  It has been an enriching and awe-
some experience for me, a journey that draws us even closer into God’s em-
brace as we revisited the Bible sites and saw how real and accurate the scrip-
tures are.  Our Heavenly Father through His only begotten Son, our Lord Je-
sus Christ, had revealed His great love and as promised will continue to pro-
tect and preserve His children, the nation of Israel, till His coming again. Halle-
lujah and Amen! 
 




